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Executive Director, Todd Sanders, Jessa Allen (US Apple), Jeff 
Colombini (Board Member), Congressman McNerney, Director of 
Trade and Technical Affairs, Elizabeth Carranza and Intern, 

Nicole Helms on US Apple's Capitol Hill Day

COMMISSION ATTENDS 
CAPITOL HILL DAY

On March 13, 2019, the Commission visited Washington, 
D.C. The purpose of these meetings was to attend the 
U.S. Apple Association Board meeting, and to meet with 
key Congressional members to provide information on 
current problems that face the California apple industry. 
Issues discussed were reforming labor laws, the United 
States-Mexico-Canada Trade Agreement, and additional 
funding for post harvest research for the USDA Agriculture 
Research  Service (ARS). For more information on this visit, 
please contact the Commission office.

GENEVA ROOTSTOCK
In March, the Commission had the opportunity to meet 
with Apple Rootstock Breeder and Geneticist, Dr. 
Gennaro Fazio, from USDA ARS based at Cornell 
University. Dr. Fazio presented industry members with 
information regarding the types of Geneva rootstocks 
that may be suitable for California’s unique climate in its 
apple growing regions. On behalf of the Apple Rootstock 
Breeding Program, Dr. Fazio has agreed to partner with 
several industry members in Geneva rootstock trials 
beginning in 2020. For more information on these trials 
and Geneva rootstocks in general, please do not hesitate 
to contact the Commission office. 

COMMISSION MEETS WITH
 

On March 12, 2019, the CAC met with the US Apple 
Export Council to discuss current market access and 
USAEC funding. The USAEC is expected to receive 
approximately $1 million in funding which will be 
utilized throughout 7-10 markets. The USAEC assists the 
Commission and other U.S. apple producing states in 
obtaining Market Access Program (MAP) and Technical 
Assistance for Specialty Crop (TASC) dollars for 
foreign markets. California currently receives MAP 
dollars for inspectors and in-county representatives for 
Canada, Mexico, and Southeast Asia. The USAEC 
markets include: Canada, Central America, India, Mexico, 
Southeast Asia, the Middle East, and the United 
Kingdom.

ANTAD TRADESHOW
From March 4-8, 2019, representatives from the 
Commission traveled to Guadalajara, Mexico, to conduct 
market visits, meet with key retailers, importers, and 
distributors, and attend the annual Expo ANTAD. This 
year’s event featured over 25,000 visitors and nearly 
2,300 exhibitors. The event is aimed at the retail sector 
and features opportunities for the entire food industry. The 
Commission participated in meetings to establish new 
relationships and explore new business opportunities for 
the California apple industry. The CAC also had the 
opportunity to speak with USDA Undersecretary of 
Agriculture for Trade and Foreign Agriculture Affairs, 
Ted McKinney. Please contact the   Commission office 
for more information.

CDFA FUNDED RESEARCH PROJECTS SEEKS CA 
APPLE INDUSTRY GROWER PARTICIPANTS 

This CDFA-funded project titled, “Novel field-based 
diagnostic strategies for management of powdery mildew 
in California specialty crops,” will look at fungicide 
resistance in apple powdery mildew. The CDFA is 
looking to identify 6-10 locations where they can sample 
isolates early and late season. These samples will be used 
to identify and develop diagnostic markers for fungicide 
resistance. If you are interested in participating in this 
study, please contact the Commission office. 

US APPLE EXPORT COUNCIL

https://form700.fppc.ca.gov/


Find us on social media! 

Did you know you can receive an e-newsletter instead of the snail mail 
version? If you would like to sign up, please email intern@calapple.org 

 APPLE BITES

Apple Coleslaw 

Recipe courtesy of www.allrecipes.com
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Ingredients:
• 3 cups chopped cabbage
• 1 unpeeled California red apple, cored and chopped
• 1 unpeeled California Granny Smith apples, cored and chopped
• 1 carrot, grated
• ½ cup finely chopped red bell pepper
• 2 green onions, finely chopped
• 1/3 cup mayonnaise
• 1/3 cup brown sugar
• 1 tablespoon lemon juice
Directions:

• In a large bowl, combine cabbage, red apple, green apple, carrot,
red bell pepper, and green onions. In a small bowl, mix together
mayonnaise, brown sugar, and lemon juice. Pour dressing over
salad.

Tulare County Ag Commissioner's Auditorium            
4437 S Laspina. Tulare, CA 93274

• United Fresh Produce Association
o Date: June 10-12, 2019
o Chicago, Illinois

The California Apple Commission will host district meeting 
conference calls to nominate its candidates for the 2019–
2020 Board of Directors. All district meeting 
conference calls will be on May 7, 2019, at the Apple 
Commission office via Zoom Meeting at               
https://zoom.us/j/197497860 or by Conference Call at 1 
(669) 900- 6833 - Meeting ID: 197 497 860.  District 
1 will begin at 10:00 a.m., District 2 will begin at 
10:30 a.m., and District 3 will begin at 11:00 a.m.  An 
election notice was mailed to all California growers. 
Please contact the CAC with any questions.

• CAC Board of Directors Meeting
o Date: TBD (June 2019)

• USAEDC
o Date: July 2019
o Baltimore, Maryland

UPCOMING CA APPLE ELECTIONS SEXUAL HARRASMENT PREVENTION TRAINING
There is an upcoming no-cost sexual harassment prevention 
training to be held on Friday, May 10, 2019, in both 
Spanish and English. The 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. session 
will be in Spanish, and the 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. session 
will be held in English. Each attendee will be given a 
certificate upon completion. To RSVP, call (559) 251-8468 
or email clehn@niseifarmersleague.com.
The training is located at:

APPLE GROWER OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS
It’s that time of year again where Apple Grower of the 
Year nominations are due. This year, the Commission 
would like to nominate Lawrence Sambado of Prima Frutta 
Packing. Mr. Sambado has been a California apple grower 
for many years, and is a continuous supporter of 
the California apple industry. To help Mr. Sambado be 
elected, you can nominate him at  
https://www.growingproduce.com/fruits/apple-grower-of-
the-year/help-us-find-the-2019-apple-grower-of-the-year/. 
For more information, please contact the Commission 
office. 

http://www.calapple.org/



