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Additionally, apple research and education continue to be priorities of the Commission.
With that, the Commission was successful in receiving funding for a California Department
of Food and Agriculture Specialty Crop Block Grant to assist with the funding of ongoing
rootstock trial research in various apple growing regions of the state. 

As we begin the 2021-2022 season, please do not hesitate to utilize the Commission and
the resources they provide. Once again, I want to close by thanking the California apple
growers, handlers, and board members for their hard work and continued support of the
California Apple Commission. It continues to be a pleasure to serve as Chairman, and I wish
you a safe and successful upcoming season!

Sincerely, 

Jeff Colombini
Chairman

The past year has been unlike any other. In the face
of some difficulties and setbacks in the 2020-2021
season, the California apple industry continued to
make strides and had a successful year. The main
goal of the California Apple Commission is to provide
significant assistance to the growers and handlers of
the industry, perhaps now more than ever.

The 2020-2021 annual report highlights the various
work that the Commission has completed
throughout the year. Despite the obvious challenges
that have been brought on by the COVID-19
pandemic, the Commission has been working
diligently to properly assist the California apple
industry. For example, in conjunction with the U.S.
Apple Association and other state apple
organizations, the California Apple Commission
successfully encouraged the USDA to include apples
in the critical second round of funding administered
through the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
(CFAP).

CHAIRMAN'S CORNER
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CALIFORNIA APPLE ACREAGE TOTALS
County
Amador
Butte
Calaveras
Colusa
Contra Costa
El Dorado/Alpine
Fresno
Glenn
Humboldt
Inyo/Mono
Kern
Kings
Lake
Lassen
Los Angeles
Madera
Marin
Mariposa
Mendocino
Merced
Monterey
Napa
Nevada
Placer
Plumas and Sierra
Riverside
Sacramento
San Benito
San Bernadino
San Diego
San Joaquin
San Luis Obispo
San Mateo
Santa Barbara
Santa Clara
Santa Cruz
Shasta
Siskiyou
Solano
Sonoma
Stanislaus
Sutter
Tehama
Tulare
Tuolomne
Ventura 
Yolo

Acreage
6
51
10
4.5
45
835
445
1
23
10
526
0.5
1
3.75
12
115.1
6.9
6
216
1
20
5.24
32
45
9
23
226
348
230
174
1,990
121
25.67
17
173.55
2,025
17
26
140
2,170
222
8
16.5
87
117.3
388
239

TOTAL                                   11,214.51     USING 2019 DATA
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Introduction to Produce Safety
Worker Health, Hygiene and Training
Soil Amendments
Wildlife, Domesticated Animals and Land Use
Agriculture Water (Part I: Production Water, Part II: Postharvest Water)
Developing a Farm Food Safety Plan
Postharvest Handling and Sanitation

In-person course is a traditional classroom style course with instructors, typically
presented in a single 7-8 hour training day. 
Online delivery course is a three-week course that can be completed at your own
pace. The online course is expected to take 15-30 hours for successful completion.
The enrollment cost will be $125 during the COVID-19 crisis (until 31 December
2021) by applying discount code GROWER21. The standard enrollment cost is $450. 
Remote delivery course is led in real time by instructors delivered with video
conferencing software, such as Zoom or Webex. This is a temporary option being
supported during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Under the Produce Safety Rule, every produce farm must have an individual employed
who has completed an FDA-approved Produce Safety Rule Grower Training course. This
course provides training to ensure a responsible party employed by the farm
understands the required food safety practices. The Produce Safety Rule Grower
Training need only be taken once; however, the certificate of completion belongs to the
individual and not the farm. California Produce Safety Program inspectors will ask to
see your designated food safety employee’s certificate as part of your on-farm
inspection. 

About the Training Program 
Currently, only courses that have been accredited by the Produce Safety Alliance will
satisfy the requirement for training under the Produce Safety Rule. 

The 7-hour Produce Safety Rule Grower Training course covers the following topics: 

The California Department of Food and Agriculture has received funding from the FDA
to provide Produce Safety Rule Grower Training courses at a reduced rate. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, there are limited in-person courses in California; however,
participants also have the choice of signing up for online or remote delivery of the
course. 

To sign up please go to https://safefoodalliance.com/events/

FSMA TRAINING
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